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Columbus

Mr. Christopher Columbus
I got a couple questions to ask you

He said, “Please just call me Chris”
and I continued with my list

Is it true you were born in Genoa Italy in 1451?

“Yes, did you read my biography, written by my son?” (1)

No, but I’ve heard a lot about you and all in all it wasn’t good.

He said “Let me just start by saying that I think I’ve been misunderstood.”  (2)
He said, “I bet you didn’t know I was the oldest of five kids in a wool working, weaving,
trading family. I bet you didn’t know at a very early age I had a love for the sea.”
He said, “I knew the earth was round, I estimated 3,000 miles.” (3)

I said is that why you thought you would land in Japan?

He said, “Yes Cipangu, sweet Cipangu.” (4)

In 1492 Columbus sailed the ocean blue. You may ask yourself,
what else did he do? Chris it must be nice to have the “Exchange” (5)
in your name.

“I had nothing to lose and a lot to gain.
I unified two worlds for one.”

Well what is unification and is it
a unity when one is left with nothing?

“That’s not true, those Indians got a lot. I gave them tobacco, alcohol and guns from my
own private stock.”

Chris, what did you receive besides the tropical disease? (6)

“Watch it girl cause you’re way out of line.
I only took what was rightfully, rightfully mine.
Tomatoes, potatoes, land and slaves. (7)
But I wish Queen Isabella wasn’t so Christian in those days.” (8)
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Notes

1) Biography:  There is not a great deal of factual information about Christopher
Columbus. Without any surviving contemporaneous portraits, no one knows what he
looked like. One of the only primary sources about Columbus was a biography written by
his son Ferdinand (The Life of the Admiral Christopher Columbus, circa 1538).

2) Misunderstood: Columbus is a controversial historical figure. People tend to either
love or hate him. Critics focus on his violence toward and enslavement of Native
Americans and his greed. Some question his claim to be the first explorer to land in the
New World, arguing that he was preceded by Vikings and perhaps others. Columbus’
defenders say that he should not be judged by the moral standards of the 21st century.
His attitude toward Native Americans reflected the views of the time. He was a bold and
courageous explorer who unified two worlds, and even if others came earlier, they did
not have the impact of Columbus.

3) Earth Was Round: Like most educated people at the time, Columbus believed the
world was round. However, he did not realize how far one would have to travel to circle
the earth. He estimated the journey from Europe to Asia to be about 3,000 miles,
approximately one-fourth the actual distance. Columbus had no idea that the Americas
would be discovered along the way. 

4) Cipangu: Cipangu was the European name for Japan in the late 1400’s. Explorers
hoped to find gold, silk and spices in East Asia (present day Japan and China) and the
East Indies (present day Indonesia, Malaysia and other islands in the South Pacific). 

5) Colombian Exchange: The Colombian Exchange is the transfer of crops and
animals between the Old and New Worlds (Europe and North & South America) during
the Era of Exploration, which began with Columbus’s first voyage.

6) Disease: Columbus caught syphilis on one of his three voyages to America and was
ill in his later years. 

7) Slaves: On his first journey, Columbus enslaved the Taino people he encountered in
Hispaniola (the island that is presently Haiti and the Dominician Republic) and forced
several natives to return with him to Spain.  Convinced until his death that he had
discovered a shortcut to the East Indies, Columbus called the indigenous inhabitants
“Indians.” The effect of contact on the Taino and other native groups was devastating. It
is estimated that before Columbus’s first voyage there were 8 million Taino on
Hispaniola. Only 50 years after the arrival of Columbus, they were virtually wiped out.
This was the result of deadly infectious diseases and harsh colonial rule brought by the
Europeans.
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8) Queen Isabella: The Queen of Spain ordered Columbus to stop seizing slaves. She
believed slavery was a violation of Christian morality.    
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